
 

―Advers i ty  causes some men to break ;  

Others to break records.‖  
 

Wi l l iam A. Ward  

 

J A C O B  

V A N  H E M E L R Y C K  

Paralympian in Training 

www.SpinSwim.com 

CONTRIBUTION FOR: 

Jacob Van Hemelryck 

ADF Account No. 12591 

Make checks payable to: 

Wheelchair Sports USA 

Please deposit the enclosed check # 

         In the amount of $ 

Into the Jacob Van Hemelryck 

Athlete Development Fund 

Account # 12591 

First wheelchair athlete to compete in the 

Idaho High School State Track Meet—2008 

With Steve Largent at the World Sports 

Humanitarian Awards Banquet—2006 

Skiing at Tamarak Resort—2007 Swimming—2005 

Gold Medal in the 100 breast at the US 

Paralympic Swimming Championships –2007 

With Warrick Dunn of the Tampa Bay  

Buccaneers - 2008 Sports Humanitarian 

My first High School Track Meet—2008 

Eagle High Mustangs 

Racing at the 2004 

National Junior Disability Championships 

**NEW** 

Secure credit card donations now available 

through PayPal on my website: 

www.SpinSwim.com 

http://www.spinswim.com
http://www.spinswim.com


Travel 2008: 

 

US Paralympic Swim Trials, MN $2,840 

Regional Track Meet, WA    $780 

Can-Am Swim Meet, BC  $2,140 

NJDC & IWAS, NJ  $5,590 

Run & Roll 8k, AZ   $1,240 

 

TOTAL           $12,590 

My name is Jacob Van Hemelryck.  I am a 16-year-old 

wheelchair athlete.  I compete in sports on a 

national level since the age of six and internationally 

since 2006.  I compete in track and field, swimming, 

power lifting, basketball, tennis, table tennis, and alpine 

skiing.  I enjoy archery, hunting, fishing, football, hand-

cycling, baseball, and other recreational activities. 

2009 ð Earned 3 gold medals at the Can-Am Swim Meet 

2008 ð Competed for Team USA in the International 

Wheelchair & Amputee Sports Federation (IWAS) Junior 

World Championships.  Over 400 athletes from 20 coun-

tries.  Earned gold, silver, and bronze in swimming and a 

silver medal in power-lifting 

2008 ð Competed in the US Paralympic Swimming Trials 

2008 ð First wheelchair athlete to compete in the Idaho 

High School State Track Championships 

2008 ð Joined the Las Vegas Rebels  

2006-2009 ð Competed in several US Paralympic Swim-

ming National Championships in the United States & Can-

ada.  Earned gold medals in the 100 breast (2X), the 50 

breast, and the 200 IM. 

1999-2008 - National Junior Disability Championships 

earning 49 first place finishes, 26 second place, and 17 third 

place.  I have set national junior records in track, power 

lifting, and swimming 

2003 & 2005 -  Jr. Wheelchair Basketball Championships 

2003 - Joined the Boise Y Swim Team  

2001 - Joined Team Shadow from Seattle, WA 

1999 - Member of WSUSA and the Arizona Heat 

Feb 1999 ð my first race, Las Vegas Friendship 5k  

Major Accomplishments 

INTRODUCTION 

SHORT TERM - Make the Junior World Team and swim in 

Cartagena, Colombia 

LONG TERM - Compete at the collegiate level and the 

2012 Paralympics in London, England 

LIFETIME - Promote adaptive athletics and enjoy all the 

good that God has given me.  

Goals 

EXPENSES 

 

Equipment: 

 

Racing tires      $170 

Racing gloves & helmet    $250 

Hand cycle              $3,000 

Racing chair              $3,000 

Carbon fiber wheels            $1,750 

Speedo LZR suit                $550 

Monoski & accessories            $3,000 

TOTAL            $11,720 

Planned Travel 2009: 

 

Can-Am Swim Meet, OR  $1,500 

Regional Track Meet, AZ  $1,000 

Can-Am Swim Meet, Canada $2,000 

IPC Junior World Games 

      Cartagena, Colombia   $6,000 

Run & Roll 8k, AZ   $1,300 

 

TOTAL            $11,800 For more information on Wheelchair Sports USA, 

please visit their website:  www.wsusa.org 

Wheelchair Spots USA 

1236 Jungermann Road, Suite A 

St. Peters, MO  63376 

PLEASE FILL OUT THE BACK OF 

THIS FORM AND SEND TO: 

Wheelchair Sports USA, founded in 1956, joined the 

U.S. Olympic Committee in 1982.  WSUSA ex-

panded its offerings to junior athletes that now 

make up 30% of the total membership. Regional 

associations conduct annual local competitions for 

youths aged five to twenty-one. The WSUSA Junior 

National Championships is the organizations largest 

annual event and provided the first national program 

of competitions for junior athletes.   

I have established an Athlete Development 

Fund with Wheelchair Sports USA.            

Donations to my account will allow me to 

afford some of the equipment, training, and 

travel expenses needed to participate in local, 

national, and international competitions.                                 

HOW  YOU  CAN  HELP 

Tax Deductible Donations 

Directly benefiting my athletic goals 

Wheelchair Sports USA 


